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Main topics 

• Legal Definitions of Organized Crime (OC) as used by different jurisdictions and legal 
systems   

• Types of OC, including terrorism, financing OC and money laundering; 
• Macroeconomics of OC, markets and regulation of criminalized goods and services, and 

respective macro-effects; 
• Prevention and punishment of OC: Investigation and prosecution of OC in different 

jurisdictions, successes and failures. 

 
Learning objectives 

• The course main objective is building capacity of ISLS students to determine and 
comprehend the complex legal-economic phenomena of organized crime in all its types, 
including use of violence, terrorism (domestic and international), financing criminalized 
activities through money laundering and offshore financial centers. 

• The secondary, but equally significant objective is to equip student with understanding of 
the diversity of legal-policy approaches to organized crime applied by different 
jurisdictions and international institutions and organizations. 

Target student’s profile 
• The course fits to and is designed to enrich the analytical competences of bachelors, 

masters and doctoral students in law, economics and political science; 
• The course would be most beneficial to students who had passed the introductory 

educational stages of these disciplines, although first grade students are welcome as well. 
• Since the course language is English, basic speaking-reading-writing proficiency is a 

precondition for benefitting from the course. 

Detailed course structure 
The course is structure in four modules 

• identification of the OC types and related phenomena by law and economics as fields of 
knowledge and their definition in different legal systems; 

• description of the complexity of the different criminal activities, groups, organization and 
jurisdictions, including globalization of OC activities and networks; 
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• socio-economic and economic descriptions of OC practicalities – demand and supply of 
criminalized goods and services, management-communication-control practicalities in 
OC groups and countries that are more exposed to their influence, with special attention to 
terror – domestic and international, and macro effects from OC activities, including 
violence and terrorism; two extreme examples of government “sponsored” OC and 
violence (Nazi Germany and Soviet Russia) will be used as an illustration; 

• the last module deals with peculiarities of tackling OC and terrorism: the role of law 
enforcement and judicial institutions – national and international; it will highlight some 
successes and failures (with a reference to use of AI, big-data-mining, etc. for monitoring 
and analysis) of preventing, as well as investigating and prosecuting OC in different 
democratic and authoritarian forms of governance. 

Pedagogical approach 
  

The course, in part, is constructed on the personal political experience of dealing with legacies 
of authoritarian-communist regimes in post-Communist East European and post-Soviet 
countries, which includes participation in constitution and legal-economic reforms (as member 
and committee chairman of the Constitutional Assembly and reform consultant in other 
countries) and experience in building international coalitions (of libertarian and free market 
think tanks). 
The course is a sequence of interdisciplinary lectures with presentations (roughly 30-40 slides 
per module), with utilization of statistics and interdisciplinary sources and using dialogue and 
Q&A communication techniques – to facilitate students’ interest and participation. 
Each of the module would take several academic hours a day, provisionally four days. On the 
fifth day it would be beneficial to held several hours Q&A sessions.   
 
Evaluation criteria 
At the end of each module there will be a quiz session with students, on specifically designed 
questions that allow for better memorizing the points of the module. The final Q&A session aims 
output. 
At the end of the second module students will be asked to write a 1000-words essay to be 
presented on the last day, thus providing them with an opportunity to benefit from discussions 
of the next two modules. 
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Course’s relevance and its connection to contemporary  global issues 
 

• Globalization as a multifaceted reality, besides its positive impacts on prosperity and 
human development, globalizes OC and terrorism. The associated technological 
progress and new information channels are used by the “providers” and “managers” of 
criminalized activities; 

• Legal and public governance challenges stemming from OC, policies and institutional 
designs to prevent and limit OC threat to humanity requires its understanding and 
analysis in relation to economic phenomena and markets for criminalized good and 
services. 

 OC, and terrorism as subcategory of such crime, can be monitored, investigated dealt 
with by such means as big-data-mining, AI and coordination of preventing efforts by 
government, international and civic organization efforts and counter-actions.
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