
OSCAR A. CABRERA 
 

 EMPLOYMENT 
 

Director, Health and Human Rights Initiative (formerly Healthy Families Initiative) Sept. 2018 - Present 
O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law. Georgetown University 

Director, Global Center for Lega Innovation on Food Environments Jan. 2020 - Present 
O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law, Georgetown Law 
Founding Director of the Global Center for Legal Innovation on Food Environments 
(an initiative funded by the Food Policy Program, Bloomberg Philanthropies)  

Visiting Professor of Law  Sept. 2011 - Present 
Georgetown University Law Center 
Examples of courses taught include Health and Human Rights, Risk Regulation - Comparative Approaches to Regulating 
Tobacco, Alcohol and Food, Non-Communicable Diseases and Human Rights, and Gender, Sexual and Reproductive 
Health and Human Rights Law 

Executive Director Sept. 2011 – Aug. 2018 
O’Neill Institute for National and Global Health Law. Georgetown University 

Between 2003 and 2011 held different roles, e.g., Deputy Director and Senior Fellow (O’Neill Institute); Graduate 
Research Associate (Faculty of Law, University of Toronto); Attorney-at-law (d’Empaire, Reyna, Bermudez – Caracas, 
Venezuela)  

EDUCATION 
 

LL.M., Master of Laws. Faculty of Law, University of Toronto 2005-2006 
Health Law and Policy Fellow, Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR).

LL.B. (J.D. equivalent) (Licenciatura en Derecho: Abogado) 1998-2003 
Andrés Bello Catholic University (UCAB) Caracas, Venezuela

SELECTED PUBLICATIONS 
Garde, Amandine; Cabrera, Oscar A. (ed.). Commercial Speech and Commercial Determinants of Health (Special Issue). 
Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics, Volume 50, Issue 2, Summer 2022. Available 
at: https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-law-medicine-and-
ethics/issue/4D9224F00F104C62FF53CF1D66664928 

Serrano Guzmán, Silvia; Tovar Ramírez, Ariadna; Cabrera, Oscar A. Commercial Speech and the Prohibition of Tobacco 
Advertising: The Colombian Constitutional Court Approach. Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics, Volume 50, Issue 2, 
Summer 2022. pp. 259-264. Available at: https://www.cambridge.org/core/journals/journal-of-law-medicine-and-
ethics/article/co[…]nstitutional-court-approach/8541D5B6D1DE3E819DFAF1700899036F 

Cabrera, O; Barbosa, I; Ríos, B. “El derecho a la salud y las enfermedades no transmisibles: una aproximación a las 
obligaciones de los Estados en el Sistema Universal de Derechos Humanos” in: Lema Añón, Carlos (ed.). Los 
Determinantes Sociales de la Salud: más allá del derecho a la salud. Dykinson (2021) 

Constantin, A., Cabrera, O.A., Ríos, B. et al. A human rights-based approach to non-communicable diseases: mandating 
front-of-package warning labels. Global Health 17, 85 (2021). 

Roach, Sarah and Oscar A. Cabrera, “International Human Rights and Childhood Obesity Prevention”, in Garde A, Curtis 
J, De Shutter O (eds.), Ending Childhood Obesity A Challenge at the Crossroads of International Economic and Human 
Rights Law, Elgar Publishing – Elgar Studies and Health and the Law (2020) 

Cabrera, Oscar A. and Andrés Constantin, “Salud Global”, in Laura Salamero Teixido ed. Retos del Derecho a la Salud y 
la Salud Pública en el Siglo XXI, Aranzadi-Thomson Reuters (2020). 

Cabrera, Oscar A. and Andrés Constantin, “Tobacco Control in International Human Rights Law”, in Gispen ME, Toebes 
B (eds.), Human Rights and Tobacco Control, Edward Elgar Publishing (2020). 

Cabrera, Oscar A. and Andrés Constantin, “Tobacco Control in the Inter-American Human Rights System”, in Gispen 
ME, Toebes B (eds.), Human Rights and Tobacco Control, Edward Elgar Publishing (2020). 
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Cabrera, Oscar A. and Rebecca B. Reingold, “De la teoría a la práctica: La aplicabilidad del principio de no regresividad 
para proteger avances en la liberalización del aborto”, in Jaramillo Sierra IC, Vaggione JM, Bergallo P (eds.), El Aborto 
en América Latina Estrategias Jurídicas para Luchar por su Legalización y Enfrentar las Resistencias Conservadoras, 
Siglo XXI Editores (2018). 

Baytor, Tanya and Oscar A. Cabrera, “Using Experiential Learning to Develop Interprofessional Skills in Global Health” 
Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics 42, no. 2s (2014): 166-176. 

Baytor, Tanya and Oscar A. Cabrera, “Chapter 4: International Human Rights Law,” in: Voon T, Mitchell A., Liberman J. 
(eds), Regulating tobacco, alcohol, and unhealthy foods: the legal issues. (2014) 

Cabrera, Oscar A., Paula Avila-Guillen and Juan Carballo, “Tobacco Control and Freedom of Expression,” Revista de 
Direito Sanitário (Journal of Health Law) CEPIDISA (2013). 

Cabrera, Oscar A. and Ana S. Ayala, “Chapter 2: Advancing the Right to Health Through International Litigation,” in: 
Zuniga JM, Marks SP, Gostin LO (eds), Advancing the Human Right to Health. Oxford: Oxford University Press (2013). 

Cabrera, Oscar A. and Fanny Gomez-Lugo, “Litigating the right to Health in Venezuela: A non-justiciable (?) right in the 
context of a deficient health care system,” in: Flood CM, Gross A (eds), Health Rights at the Public/Private Divide: A 
Global Comparative Study, Cambridge University Press (2013). 

Cabrera, Oscar A. and Juan Carballo, “Tobacco Control Litigation: Broader Impacts on Health Rights Adjudication,” 
Journal of Law, Medicine & Ethics (January-March 2013). 

Cabrera, Oscar A., and Lawrence Gostin. "Human rights and the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control: mutually 
reinforcing systems" Cambridge University Press, International Journal of Law in Context 7, no. 3 (2011): 285-303. 

Kraemer, John D., OA Cabrera, JA Singh, T. B. Depp, and LO Gostin. "Public health measures to control tuberculosis in 
low-income countries: ethics and human rights considerations." International Journal of Tuberculosis and Lung Disease 
15, no. S2 (2011): S19-S24. 

Banfi-Vique, A, OA.Cabrera, F Gómez-Lugo, and M Hevia. "The Politics of Reproductive Health Rights in Uruguay: 
Why the Presidential Veto to the Right to Abortion is Illegitimate." Revista de Direito Sanitário, São Paulo 12, no. 2 
(2011): 178-205. 

Cabrera, Oscar A., and Martín Hevia. "Secreto Profesional Médico y Servicios de Salud Sexual y Reproductiva en la 
Jurisprudencia de la Corte Interamericana de Derechos Humanos." Revista Argentina de Teoría Jurídica 13 (2009). 

Cabrera, Oscar A. and A Madrazo. “Human Rights as a Tool for Tobacco Control in Latin America”. Salud Pública, 
Mexico 52 (288-297). 

AWARDS & ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENTS 
§ 2005-2006 CIHR (Canadian Institutes of Health Research) Health Law and Policy Fellowship
§ 2005 McGill University Graduate Program in Law (LL.M.) “Recruitment Excellence Fellowship”

(declined)

PROFESSIONAL & ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIPS 
§ Admitted to the Metropolitan District Bar Association, Venezuela
§ Co-Director, World Health Organization/Pan-American Health Organization Collaborating Center on

National and Global Health Law from 2016
§ Member of the World Health Organization “Task Force on Addressing Ethical Issues in TB Control

Programmes” (2009-2012)
§ Fundación Inter-Americana del Corazón, Argentina – President of the Board since 2018
§ CLAS – Coalición América Saludable – Board Member from 2020
§ Inter-American Hearth Foundation – Board Member from 2014-2018
§ Women’s Link Worldwide – Member of the Advisory Council
§ Women’s Equality Center – Member of the Advisory Board

LANGUAGES 
 

Spanish (native speaker), English (fluent written & spoken) and Italian (advanced). 




